PI Name: Monika Winder
Contract No.: 2009 Fellow
Project Title:
Long-term spatial and temporal patterns in zooplankton abundance in the delta

PI Affiliation: UC Davis



The sudden freeze of my postdoctoral research fellowship on ‘Plankton dynamics in the Sacramento−San Joaquin Delta: Long-term trends and trophic interactions’ had severe consequences for my research, funding situation, and personal life.   I was in the midst of getting acquainted with the historical dataset, talking with agency people and analyzing the historical data. In addition I was in the process of planning experimental set ups with collaborators to be done in spring/summer 2009 to experimentally test some of the outcome of my analysis.  Also, I was in the process of hiring a person to complete the proposed laboratory work.  

The uncertainty of the funding situation and sudden stop forced me drop my Delta work and look for alternative funding. The uncertainty of the funding situation and sudden shift to a different project does not allow me to plan for quantitative approaches I was going to take, meet with mentors and collaborators to discuss different approaches, and plan projects for the field season.  Thus projects, that could have been done this spring/summer need to be postpone to a latter time or next year.  Ultimately, the work I proposed – the historical analyses of field samples where the state invested a lot of money to collect this type of data sets – can not be completed in the time frame proposed and at the end will take more time and cost more money.

I was in a fortunate situation to shift my work temporarily to a different project. This will however be only for short term. If the funding is frozen for a longer time period, it will have severe consequences for my professional and personal life and ultimately will force me to look for alternative job offers.  

Hopefully the funding will freeze-up soon so I can plan on my more immediate and future professional and personal life.

