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Dear Dr. Dahm:

The stop work order will have several repercussions for the work that I am attempting to complete.  One of the biggest impacts will be the increased difficulty to tag wild fish.  We have a permit to complete this work which was exceedingly difficult to obtain.  In addition the time window in which wild juvenile and adult steelhead trout are available to us is very narrow and we already have acoustic tags in hand for juvenile steelhead trout.  Holding these tags until next year is not a possibility as the batteries in these tags run down over the course of time.  Thus it is of the utmost importance that we deploy these tags.  It is also of equal importance to purchase and deploy tags on wild steelhead adults in the same year to complete an age based model for wild fish.  The wild steelhead population in the upper Sacramento River is very low and furthermore there are approximately 100 wild individuals remaining in Battle Creek (proposed source of fish) above Coleman National Fish Hatchery.  It is imperative that we learn as much as we can about the population before it declines any further and compare what we learn to the knowledge gained from our acoustically tagged hatchery fish.  This research will improve our understanding of the fishery and help inform better management of the species in the future. 

In addition to the impacts on the research the stop work order will also have adverse impacts on my academic career.  I am a graduate student at the University of California Davis.  Prior to receiving the CALFED Fellowship I was working on another CALFED funded project (this project also received a stop work order).  With the stop work order I will no longer have funding to cover my graduate school tuition or graduate student researcher salary.  The late notice of the stop work order makes it difficult to find other funding sources as many of the other opportunities available earlier in the year have passed and it puts me at a disadvantage because the time which I have to prepare proposals for other upcoming opportunities.

 

Cheers,

Phil Sandstrom
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