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To whom it may concern:

On December 22, I received an email informing of a stop working order and letting me know that my funding was suspended as of December 19. This stop working order has affected me in many ways. The sudden freeze of my postdoctoral research fellowship has not only considerably slowed down my research project on environmental controls on the distribution of harmful algae and their toxins in San Francisco Bay, CA but has also 
impacted me on the personal life standpoint.

On December 22, I received an email informing me of a stop work order and letting me know that my funding was suspended as of December 19. This stop work order has affected me in many ways. The sudden freeze of my postdoctoral research fellowship has not only considerably slowed down my research project on the environmental controls on the distribution of harmful algae and their toxins in San Francisco Bay, CA but has also impacted my personal life.

Indeed, this funding was supporting my salary and, because I am a postdoctoral researcher and because I was working full time on this project, it also meant that I lost my job without notice. It came to me as a shock since I am a single female with financial responsibilities which include paying my rent, my bills and the debts accumulated while a 
graduate student. I am not native from the USA and, although I am permanent resident, I have no family in this country and therefore moving temporarily to a relative’s house is not be an option. I should also mention that I learned about this stop work order a couple of days before Christmas when my sister was visiting from France. I hadn’t seen 
her for 5 years and this stop work order as well as the stress it generated did not allow me to fully enjoy this special time with her. Fortunately, I have a very supportive supervisor who has taken the initiative to transfer me to another project so that I will keep receiving a monthly paycheck. However, although this paycheck allows me to pay my bills for now, it is substantially lower than the salary I received as a CALFED fellow. It is not only impacting my personal life but also my research project. For example, I have to drive about 500 miles with my personal vehicle each month to collect samples in the 
Bay and the Delta.


I have developed a passionate interest in my research project and I want to see it go through completion. I am therefore pursuing my research project as a volunteer. Unfortunately, my research requires the use expensive analytical materials (ELISA kits ranging from 500$ to 800$, I am using 3 kits each month). I am no longer able to purchase these materials and I am concerned that when I have used all my materials, 
samples will accumulate without being processed. I understand that my project is not being permanently halted in order to prevent a short-term liquidity crisis while the budget is delayed, and to pressure the state legislature to pass a new budget. The funds will again be available to complete the projects when the stop work order is lifted; however, nobody knows how long this will last. By then trained staff will have been laid off, researchers will have moved on to new projects, time-sensitive deadlines will have been missed, and samples will have been tossed in the trash. I sincerely believe that this action is a short-sighted ploy that is costing the state jobs and the long-term quality of our infrastructure and environment. The work will still have to be completed, but in the end it will cost more and take far longer than it should. Also, some of my samples cannot be preserved for more than a couple of months and all the work I have done to collect these samples will be wasted if I have to toss them. Collecting these samples requires leaving home between 3:30 am and 4:00 am, driving hundreds of miles round trip in one day and spending the day on a boat collecting samples in often difficult weather conditions. I love my job but it is hard work, the only reward that matters to me is getting high quality data and being able to propagate them to a larger public. The health risks to humans and the Bay ecosystem are very real and I feel it my responsibility to promote awareness about toxins and water quality in the region that I have adopted as my Home, the San Francisco Bay. I don’t want to see all this work to go to waste.

Finally, I am presenting my preliminary results to the ASLO ocean sciences meeting in Nice, France in January 2009. This meeting is a prestigious international conference and I am honored to have been selected to give a talk at this meeting. I have been awarded the ASLO Early Career Travel Award (1,000$) to attend this conference but it doesn’t cover all the registration fees (555$), travel (1,000$) and lodging cost (550$). The rest of the expenses would have been reimbursed using my CALFED funding since it was included in my projected travel costs. I have been forced to pay these travel expenses with my personal credit card and I am still paying interest fees. I fear that I may never be reimbursed for these expenses.

Sincerely,
Cecile Mioni

