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Investigations of historic patterns of invasive bivalve biomass will yield information about the relationships between bivalve populations, including benthic grazing pressure and environmental factors, such as hydrologic year type or water management practices. Because benthic bivalves are abundant in the upper and dominant in macrobenthic accurate estimates of bivalve biomass are necessary for assessment of transfer of not only carbon, but also contaminants among the food webs in this system. 

The majority of the budget for this project was personnel. This was due to the sorting, identification, enumeration and measurements of several clam species. The current lack of funding has resulted in all work on this project being halted. There are several ramifications due to this action. Some of these unintended consequences are: the subcontracted analysis and conference presentations will not be completed and the project goals: to obtain biomass data, to make these data available to researchers and the public, and to use the data to evaluate trends of invasive bivalve species will be severely delayed. Finally, the most serious consequence is that the personnel hired to perform the bulk of the research are no longer working on this project. These employees have been switched to other, hard-funded projects. If these employees decide to stay on the hard-funded projects, the project coordinator will have to hire and train new staff, at a considerable cost. Delaying funding on this project will result in a strain on the existing project budget and the previously agreed upon completion date of March 2010 will no longer be met.
