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This letter is in response to the letter I received yesterday about the stop work order on my CALFED Science postdoctoral fellowship.  As a postdoctoral fellow, I am currently working on a project entitled, "Mercury Interactions with Algae: Effects on Mercury Bioavailability in the San Francisco Bay Delta."  In that letter, you requested information on how the stop work order would affect my research. 

The effects of the stop work order on both my research and my financial situation are tremendous.  First, I work with radioactive mercury, which is extremely expensive and difficult to obtain.  It also has a short half-life, which means that once it has been received in the laboratory, I must work with it immediately so that I can run as many experiments with it as possible before it decays.  Right now, if it weren't for the stop work order, I would be in the laboratory, working with a batch of radioactive mercury that I just recently received.  Every day that goes by without me being able to work on it causes the loss of valuable resources.  If I let this mercury go to waste, it may be months before I can obtain a new supply, drastically slowing my research and causing the unnecessary loss of thousands of dollars of radioactive mercury. 

Second, I am about half-way through my three year postdoc, which means that I have generated a bunch of data that needs to be written up.  If funding is discontinued at this point, there is the potential for my research to not get published.  Not having this data published would be tremendous loss both for CALFED and my career.  It puts me in the difficult position of either having to work on the publications without pay to ensure that they get published or to simply sacrifice a year and half of my life to government's inability to resolve the budget. 

Third, I have already made plans to attend the American Society of Limnology and Oceanography (ASLO) conference this January and the organizers have accepted me for an oral presentation based on my research for this fellowship.  I am honored to be accepted for a talk at national conference.  As you know, attending conferences is a critical way for scientists to both communicate their research to their colleagues and to hear of recent developments in their field.  As you also know, abstracts are submitted, registration fees are paid, and plane tickets are purchased months beforehand.  So I have already committed to this conference, but now I am in the difficult position of not knowing how to proceed, because it now unclear when the "stop work" order will be lifted and if I will be reimbursed.  Again, for me to not present my research at this conference would be a tremendous loss for CALFED because my colleagues will not learn of the results of my research over the last year and a half. 

Finally, I am a postdoc.  By definition, this should tell you that I am at the beginning of my career, and have had relatively little time to accumulate savings and this fellowship is my JOB.  Its loss (even temporarily) puts me in a very difficult position.  Should I ignore all my commitments based on this fellowship (publication, laboratory work), and begin looking for a new job?  What a waste that would be, in terms of the work I have done so far!  But I have to pay rent and eat.  Based on CALFED's fellowship offer, I signed a lease on an apartment in New York, so that I could work on the mercury in Nick Fisher's lab.  How will I pay rent without a paycheck?  This problem presents an immediate crisis.  Please recognize that this stop work order presents a real and immediate problem for me. This is not simply an inconvenience; it serious and urgent problem. 

Please do not hesitate to call me at (831)251-0089 if I can provide you with any additional information or if there are any updates on the status of my fellowship. 

Sincerely, 
Allison Luengen
School of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences
Stony Brook University, Stony Brook, NY 11794-5000
831-251-0089
aluengen@notes.cc.sunysb.edu

