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Dear Dr. Dahm,
This email is to provide information on the impact of the recent stop-work order on my grant, “Investigating the Lower Trophic Levels of Suisun Bay Food Web: A Biomarker-Specific Isotope Approach.”  

All progress on this project halted once I was informed of the stop-work order on Dec. 22.   A planned February sampling trip has been cancelled.  If this stop-work order is lifted soon, the impact on my project may not be very significant. The majority of my samples are stored frozen and can be analyzed once the order is lifted.  If the stop-work order continues for several more weeks, however, the impact on my project would be very significant.  The most important sampling season for my project is the spring.  For the Spring 2009 season to be a success, sampling decisions must be directed by the data gained from past trips.  My analyses are very labor intensive and without sufficient time to perform them before the spring sampling season, I will have lost a full year.  

Furthermore, I have been working on this project for the past year with the understanding that the time and energy I was investing would pay off with the high-impact publications that are essential at this stage of my career.  My inability to apply the methods I have developed to the samples I have collected will quickly impact my job prospects.    

My salary is currently being temporarily supported by my department at Scripps.  If the stop-work order continues for a significant time period I would be forced to find alternative employment.  Under that scenario, it is questionable if I would be able to return to the project.  

Please contact me if I can provide any further information.

Sincerely, 

Susan Lang 
