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January 26, 2009

Dear Shauna,

Thanks so much for being willing to communicate this letter regarding effects of the recent stop-work order to the appropriate individuals.  As I believe you are aware, I accepted a tenure-track faculty position at Washington State University about a year into my CBDA Fellowship, and took the remainder of my CBDA award with me to my new institution, where I have been using it to carry out the scope of work outlined in my original proposal, titled: Modeling Nutrient and Organic Carbon Loads and Sources in Central Valley Watersheds: Taking Existing Monitoring Data to the Next Stage (Sea Grant Award number: RSF8).  As I mentioned to you last Friday, before the December 19 stop-work order, I was using my remaining funding to fund the salary of a postdoctoral researcher: Dr. Daniel Sobota.  For the past 15 months, Dr. Sobota and I have made substantial progress carrying my CALFED-funded research forward.  Dr. Sobota’s participation in this research effort has been absolutely essential to its progress as my time has often been occupied by teaching, grant-writing, and other faculty responsibilities.  Hence, if my CBDA fellowship is not reinstated, or bridge funding is not provided, and I am not able to continue paying Dr. Sobota, my CALFED-related research will grind to a halt, and much, if not all of the effort expended to-date will be lost.  Not only is this extremely frustrating from a scientific standpoint, it is also quite stressful and disruptive to Dr. Sobota, whose wife is due to have their first baby in March.  The timing of this stop-work order is particularly awkward as well from a scientific standpoint.  Just 10 months remain on my project, which is in the synthesis and writing phase.  I am very concerned that the countless hours that Dr. Sobota and I have invested in collecting data, developing, testing, interpreting models of river nutrient transport, and preparing manuscripts for publication are likely to have been largely wasted.  We currently have 3 papers in various stages of production, including one that has been accepted to a prestigious journal (pending revisions).  If CALFED funding is not reinstated within a month, Dr. Sobota will almost certainly leave WSU, and publication of these papers will be delayed or prevented altogether.  Doubtless the impact on Dan’s career, my career, and the scientific product will be substantial.

In addition, I have been using other funding sources to support a MA student to do work related to my CALFED project.  Without CALFED support for Dan or myself, her progress is likely to be much slower than it would otherwise be, and the state of California will get less value for its money.

In sum, this stop work order is extremely disruptive and destructive to my research program, to the careers of at least 3 early-career scientists, and to the interests of the State of California and its taxpayers.  I sincerely hope that some bridge funding can be identified so that years of time and effort will not be wasted.  Thank you for your continued support, and I look forward to hearing better news if and when it becomes available.

In the mean time, all the best!
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John Harrison

Assistant Professor

School of Earth and Environmental Sciences

Washington State University, Vancouver

Email: harrisoj@vancouver.wsu.edu
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