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‘To whom ir may concem,

I am writing (o grive 4 general comment with respect to funding recommeadadons for
the 2006 P'SP. The basis for rhis commnent is my experience on the TTWA review panel (2001 05)
as well as on the ILP Scicnce Advisary Group (1995  preseat).

I note that among the proposals recommended for funding, proposals # 0084, 0068,
0056, 0060, and 0U78 ate from state and federal agencies. In my experience with Bay/Delta
issucs, a sigmuficant shortcoming of wark done by these agencies has been a lack of analysis and
thus of peer-reviewed publications describing this work. This should not he construed as
disparaging the tulented staff of the agencics. Rarher, in many cases this simply reflects a lack of
time (effectively FTIs) for agency staff to go beyond compiling the data they and cheir staffs
collect. Tt is the case however that sometimes the analysis needed would require specific skills
and expoerusce not available inside the agencies. ‘1he buttom line is that much of the value of rhe
data that has been so carefully collected is lost because the overall “science™ is not cattied to
complerion. It is worth noting the 2004 NRC reparr on Klamath Basin endangered and
threatened fish espoused the view that science that never madc it out of the so-called grey
lircrarure, c.g. agency reports, was not a suitable hasis for making public policy.

‘L'hus, while 1 am not privy to the details of the proposals (unly summartes seem to
available to thc. public), my comment is that funch.l:l{r of these proposals should be conungent on

having budgeted (or made available) adequate staff ame to carry the work ro completion, 1.¢., to

publication, and requiring that rhe specific deliverables of the project include submitted peer-
reviewed publications. Tf, in their prescnt form, any of these prajects do nor contuin the needed
stuff ime or publications as delivetables, then either the ptoject should be revised to do so ot
simply should not be funded.

Sincerely

it

Stephen GG. Monismirh

Professor of Civil and Environmental Ilngineering
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