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Partial List of Findings

Delta Smelt Index is the product of two quite different
variables - Incidence and Density

Density is a contagious distribution probably caused
by aggregation of fish

Confidence limits on Incidence can be estimated by
assuming a binomial distribution — presence/absence

Confidence limits on density can only be established
with a number of positive samples sufficient to ensure
a ‘representative’ sample.
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Delta Smelt Pre-Recruits FMWT
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Conclusions

Interannual Change Cannot Be Detected
at the Current Level of Sampling Effort

Historic time series should be maintained
but Additional Work can be designed to
Augment i.e. Additional Stratified Trawls

Precision of Delta Smelt Index is
controlled more by fish aggregation
than by variable sampling procedures
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